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AMENDING INTERNAL REVENUE

CODE TO REQUIRE 527 ORGANIZA-
TIONS TO DISCLOSE POLITICAL
ACTIVITIES

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE
OF DELAWARE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, tonight the

House of Representatives has the opportunity
to ensure that meaningful campaign finance
reform is passed in time for this year’s elec-
tion. H.R. 4762 is the campaign finance bill
with the best chance to pass both Chambers
and be signed into law that has reached the
floor in years. Last week, when I testified be-
fore the Ways and Means Committee, I said
that I would help lead the fight to pass legisla-
tion that would rein in the section 527 groups
if the House could not pass more comprehen-
sive disclosure legislation. I will do so tonight.
In this case, we cannot afford to make the
perfect the enemy of the good.

Section 527 organizations, set up under
section 527 of the Tax Code, are established
to engage in political activities, which influence
our political process by funding election-re-
lated communications without having to dis-
close their donors. H.R. 4762 is needed be-
cause current campaign laws are wholly un-
able to adequately regulate the torrent of polit-
ical advertising by groups exploiting this loop-
hole in both our tax and election laws. Huge
sums of money are being spent to influence
the election system. While spending by indi-
viduals has been protected by Supreme Court
rulings and the problem of soft money con-
tinues because a lack of will by Congress to
address it, we now have a troubling new trend
in campaign finance spending by groups oper-
ating under unique designations in our tax
code such as section 527.

While I would have liked to cover more
groups engaging in electioneering communica-
tions, I am pleased that we will have the op-
portunity to pass significant legislation that will
tackle the 527 stealth political organization
problem. I worked very hard with my col-
leagues in both the House and Senate to de-
velop broader legislation. I extend my thanks
to Senators MCCAIN, SNOWE, LIEBERMAN, and
FEINGOLD, and Representatives HOUGHTON,
SHAYS, GRAHAM, MEEHAN, and DOGGETT for
their efforts. We explored many possible alter-
natives, and I believe that we have laid the
groundwork for further legislation in this area.

Tonight we will vote on H.R. 4762, language
taken from Senator JOHN MCCAIN’s legislation,
which has already passed the Senate. This
legislation requires section 527 organizations,
that have gross receipts of more than $25,000
dollars, to disclose their top donors. Whether
or not we agree with the message of any ad-
vertisement campaign, I hope we can agree
that voters have the right to know who is pay-
ing for any campaign-related ad and who is
trying to influence their vote. Our Constitution
protects every American’s right to be heard.
Yet today, more than ever, voters are faced
with new-style political organizations, oper-
ating free from coverage by Federal election
law, that are spending millions on campaign
ads without having to disclose their donors.
The 2000 general election cycle is fast ap-
proaching and section 527 political groups are
expanding at a rapid pace and could be a
dominant force in the 2000 election.

I am convinced this bill will curb some of the
most blatant abuses, and will allow the public

to know who is supporting these groups that
are now operating behind a veil of secrecy. I
urge you to join me in supporting H.R. 4762
in an effort to restore integrity to our election
process and return the election process to the
American people. It is a real step forward, and
we should take it.
f

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES/
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. GEORGE R. NETHERCUTT, JR.
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Chairman, I have
discussed with the gentleman from Kentucky
the fact that the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) is conducting an economic
mitigation study associated with the Lower
Snake River in my congressional district. In
addition, NMFS may direct the Corps of Engi-
neers to conduct an engineering study on how
to breach the dams.

Language addressing Corps funding for
such a study is included in H. Rept. 106–693,
the report accompanying the Fiscal Year 2001
Energy and Water Development Appropria-
tions Bill (H.R. 4733). The report states, ‘‘The
amount provided for the Columbia River Fish
Mitigation program does not include funds for
engineering and design, or other post-feasi-
bility phase activities, associated with breach-
ing Lower Snake River dams.’’ It is my under-
standing that it is the intent of the Commerce,
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related
Agencies subcommittee that no funds are in-
cluded for NMFS for engineering and design,
or other post-feasibility phase activities includ-
ing economic mitigation studies associated
with breaching the Lower Snake River dams.
f

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. HAROLD ROGERS
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Chairman, the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has yet to
release its biological opinion for the Lower
Snake River. Ultimately, it will be the Con-
gress that decides whether to breach the
Snake River dams. The amount provided in
H.R. 4690 does not include funding for engi-
neering and design, or other post-feasibility
phase activities including economic mitigation
studies, associated with breaching the Lower

Snake River dams. I appreciate the Gentle-
man’s concerns on this matter, and thank him
for bringing this issue to my attention.

f

SUPPORT FOR GAMBIA

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2000
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-

er, today I show of friendship and support for
the African continent. During the December re-
cess, I visited the West African nation of the
Gambia with several of my colleagues and
discovered a country full of hope and motiva-
tion for advancing their country’s welfare and
future potential. In light of this body’s efforts to
pass legislation that would increase and better
our economic relationship with the African
continent, I was deeply impressed and my
hope for Africa buoyed by the dynamism I saw
in Gambia’s duty-free import zone and its
booming tourist industry.

In this regard, I would like to submit into the
record a recent Editorial in The Journal of
Commerce newspaper by Viola Herms Drath
‘‘Emphasis should be on Africa’s role models’’
that praises Gambia, as one of a handful of
African nations, that is developing systems for
its own internal development seeking trade
and not aid. While much work remains to be
done in terms of ameliorating the country’s
transportation and technological infrastructure,
the Gambia is well on its way toward devel-
oping constructive partnerships that will enable
them to sustain and increase their develop-
ment potential. I am happy to draw attention to
the Gambia’s very positive achievements and
look forward to lending them this chamber’s
continued support and encouragement.

f

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. JERROLD NADLER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4635) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Vet-
erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and for sundry independent agen-
cies, boards, commissions, corporations, and
offices for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2001, and for other purposes.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, I rise to offer
an amendment to increase the appropriation
for the Housing Opportunities for Persons With
AIDS, or HOPWA, program by $18 million.
This is $10 million less than the President re-
quested, and far less than is truly needed to
adequately fund this vital program, but rep-
resents the amount necessary to ensure that
those already in the program do not receive a
cut in service. I am delighted by the bipartisan
nature of this amendment and I would like to
thank Mr. SHAYS, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. HORN, Mr.
FOLEY, and Mr. CUMMINGS for joining me in of-
fering this amendment and demonstrating the
bipartisan support that this program enjoys.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 04:13 Jun 30, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A28JN8.040 pfrm04 PsN: E29PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-22T13:24:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




